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minds of the people, concerning not the holiness of
their persons only, (though that went a great way,)
bat concerning the divine mysteries, as they were
called, which were put into their hands; and they
were looked upon as persons to whom the gods had
committed the most secret things, that were other-
wise known only to themselves, and were communi-
cated to the augurs, favourites of the gods, for the
good of mankind.

A learned author, speaking of this mystery of
southsaying, says, it came first from the Chaldeans,
who taught it lo the Greeks, of whom Amphiaraus
was an eminent proficient; but he mentions nothing
of who taught it the Chaldeans, in which I believe
my account is the most authentic; namely, that
the Devil taught it to the Arab I have mentioned,
or to some other, if any was before him; that these
gave it to the Egyptians, and Chaldeans, and Phoe-
nicians, much about the same time; and that the
Phoenicians taught it the Greeks; their prince Cad-
mus being an eminent southsayer: and so you see
its blessed original.

In a word, as it is a particular familiarity with
the Devil, and depends entirely upon his assistance,
so nobody can contend that he was not the first in-
troducer of it as an art; since, as I observed, he
might easily begin a correspondence with man, but
It was utterly impossible that men should begin a
correspondence with him, or know where to find
him, and how to call him to their assistance, what-
ever the occasion might be, without his direction,
assistance, and consent.

As to the introducing it from one nation to an-
other, it may indeed be something difficult to assign
the manner; but as to the mere divining upon the
flying of birds, upon noises, and appearances in the
air, the chattering of pies, the croaking of frogs and
ravens, and the like, I take much of that to be